
 

 

What the “Green Thing” was.                                                                                   

Details supplied by John East, long-time electrician with Eastern Electricity. 

The answer to your query is that “the Green Thing” was a piece of electrical apparatus 

known as a “feeder pillar”. They came in various sizes and dimensions, and were 

manufactured by LUCY of Oxford, an electrical castings company still in business today    

(see www.lucyswitchgear.com). They were used to sub-divide the distribution of electricity. 

As an outlying estate of a temporary nature, 

Pilgrims Way was supplied from the Barn Hill 

substation by two 0.2” squared 5 core cables. 

A normal estate would have had a 0.1” square 

cable running on to the next substation, but in 

this case it would have been the Fryent Way 

substation (on the railway bank near the 

bridge across the Bakerloo, now Jubilee, Line) 

some ¾ mile away, so not a practical way of 

supplying a temporary estate, there being no 

houses or other places requiring supply en 

route at that time. The cables from the 

substation to the feeder pillar were probably 

laid across fields or open ground (alongside 

the line of trees?), usually 3ft deep and in 

ducts or pipes. 

Photograph of the relevant part of an  Electricity 

Board plan showing electrical distribution cables 

and equipment. 

 

As the homes on this estate were “all electric”, it would require an above average load, 

probably up to 1000Kw at 240v in mid-winter. That’s around 4,200 Amps spread among five 

distributing cables, or 840 Amps shared over three phases, so 300 Amp fuses required. In 

this feeder pillar there must have been 15 fuses 

of 300 Amps each. The pillar would also have 

distributed the switched fifth core supplying all 

of the 100 Watt street lights, controlled by a 

time switch in the Barn Hill substation. All this 

would have been designed and installed by the 

North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply 

Company (“Northmet”),         pre-nationalisation 

on 1 April 1948 when it became part of the 

Eastern Electricity Board.  

John’s sketch of a section through                                                  

a distributing cable 
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